
Soctai and
¡Personal*

Ono of tho most Interesting things in
connection with Brandon, the homo of
tho Harrisons, on tho James, which will
bo an objective point In the A. P. V. A.
excursion Juno 20th, In Its,.secret cham¬
ber. ,

No ono seems to ho quité euro as to
tho history of tide ....chamber. No one

knows Just whoh'it was built, or for
what purpose, bul there It Is, ahd lirtögl-
natlon supplies any liutnbor of romances
in connection with It.

It Is noted, curiously enough, that the
door leading Into this secret chamber
was taken from Its hinges and milled up
securely with wrought nails from the
inside. Such a procedure rendered null
and void tho secret spring which oponed
tho door by a touch fl'om a finger, after
tho plug, which concealed tho spring,
had been removed.
Ono can but wonder how the person

who nailed up the door ever left tho
secret room, for It has Only a false win¬
dow, and Is quito email. Tho ono solu¬
tion of the puzzlo must havo been found
In tho taking up of tho floor afr*vp:.tho'
room to admit of tho prisoner's- W.eV,?,
und then replacing it.
Who wart hidden In this soctiro retreat,

however, nnd for how long, aro baffling
questions Hint havo not hitherto boon an¬

swered.
'l'ho chamber WAS discovered by acci,

dent, sometime after the advent of tho
present owner« of this lordly estate.
Tho cowslips, bordering tho walks on

the Brandon lawn, were planted by Mrs.
Isabella. Harrison, a. former mistress of
tho mansion, held In tenderest rcmem-
brunco by many Virginians, who wero
entertained at Brandon during her re
gime.
Ono of the pleasantest associations

which enshrines Shirley In the minds of
nil who visit It Is that which links It.
with the girlhood and young ladyhood of
General Robert E, Leo's mother, who
passed as a brido from its portals to her
Ufo of raro usefulness and beauty beyond.
There aro few homes In America that

cHn offer as much to the visitor In
? toiled Interest and brilliant recollections
ns the two that will bo thrown hos¬
pitably open to the guests of the Asso¬
ciation for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities on Wednesday next.

Interesting Announcement.
Tho engagement of Miss Alaudo A.

.Iones, of New Store, Va., to Mr. William
V, Hornor, of Roanoko Rapida, ?. C,
ha.s been announced. -

Tho wedding will take place Juno Mth
in the New Store Presbyterian Church.
and the ceremon.. w.ll be performed by
the Rev, Mr. lllndcrlite. of North Caro¬
lina, desisted by the Rev. Plummer F.
Jone».
The bride-to-be, who has spent several

¦? ? tors In Henderson, N. C, where she
Is very popular, Is descended from French
Huguenot stock, her paternal grand¬
mother being a Mis·» Be Grande. She Is
a highly esteemed graduate of the State
Normal School at FarmvJIc, and Is the
president, und one of tho founders of tho
"Zeta Tau Alpha." the first chartered
woman's fraternity ever established In
Virglnlu. .Several of her bridesmaids will
also bvlong to this fraternity.
Mr, Horner is descended from the his¬

toric Horner··, who havo figured in the
ecclesiastical and military annals of the
Old North State. Ho is related to Bishop
Hòrner and Professor Bouno Horner. An
active business man through personal
preference, Mr. Horner Is manager <jf the
department »tores for the Patterson Com¬
pany at Rosemary and Roanoko Rapids,
and is a director of tho First National
Bank at Weldon. N. C. He is a son of
Professor William ». Horner, of Hen¬
derson.
Among those who will attend tho wed¬

ding will be Miss L. Horner, of Hender¬
son. N. C. ; Miss Evangellne Morton, of
I'umplln City, Va.; Miss McLaurlne, of
Powliatan county; Mas Jennie Whltmore,
of Lexington; Miss Lila Duval, of Ar-
vonlu, and Miss Gilllam, of Richmond,
Va.; Messrs. Thomas and James Horner,
of Henderson, and Mr, Ix»ake Pease, of
Oxford, N. C; Mr. William Mullen, of
Petersburg, Ve.

Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Jones, of New
:¦ ire, will ·.·! tertaln the assembled guests
at supper. The wedding party will leave
In time to catch the 4 A. M. train at
FarmvIUe. The bride and groom will
make a tour of several Northern cities
and summer resorts.

Traveling Library.
Special thanlcs uro' due from the Wo¬

man's Club traveling library to tho Bell
Book and Stationery Company for three
volumes of Prescott's histories and to
Hunter and Company for a copy of the
Teu-chor's Bible.
Since last week books have been re¬

ceived from Mrs. W. D. Thomas, Mrs. J.
H. Harrison, Mrs. ?. T. Williams, Mrs.
John Hunter, Mrs. Chartes Davenport,
Miss Adele Mills, Mrs. W. 13. Evans; Mrs.
Norton, Savage, Miss Alice Parker, Mrs.
Preston Coeke and Mrs. A M. Tyler.

Personal Mention.
Mrs. James B. Pace spent somo days of

this week visiting her aunt, Mrs. A. G.
Walters, near Danville, It being the brat
time she had been in that city for sonio
years.

. « *

The death of Miss Virginia Sherrard. of
Winchester, Va., the daughter of the late
Judgo Joseph Sherrard. of that city, re¬
calls tho fact that Miss Sherrard was
nearly related to Mrs. Clayton O. U-.e-
nian, of this city,
As a typical Southern woman MI*s Sher¬

rard was widely known for her many
graces of heart and mina, and lor many
yeurs as an educator of youth. Sho was
iho granddaughter of a distinguished Rev¬
olutionary officer. General -.ingleion. Ber
tinelo, Congressman Singleton, entertain¬
ed King Edward VII. wjitn bo visited tho
United States as Prln.o of Wales, but
declined to soil him his famous borito,
"Sllvorheel." Tho Sherr.ird h-mie In Win¬
chester Is called SaratJgt, and la on Am-
Inn-si Stroet. Miss Lucy Coloman Is
named Lucy Single.on in hon>r of her
Singleton ancestry. ¦¦¦'

/ ·..?·.·
.Mrs. E. R. Balrd, Jr., of Norfolk, Va.,

Is visiting her parents, B-r, and Mr3.
Jacob Michaux, .

> > ·

.Mrs. T. P. Campbell Is the guest of Mr.
.lames R. Ruwlings and family, of Fred..
L-rlcksburg.
Mrs. W, E. ISvi-b.'. has returnod from a

visit to hor daughter, Mrs. Turner John¬
ston, of Norfolk.

Among thoso who went to Fredericks-
burg for tho Horse Show wore Miss Eva
Mann, Mrs. J. G. Lelaiid, Mlns Nellie But¬
ton und Miss Nunnio Cuoke.

Mrs. M. W. Woodward has returned
fioni a visit to the Rev. and Mrs. J!, B.
Lee, of Chnrlottesvlllo, Vu.

y » *

Carde have been Issued by Mr. and Mrs.
1«'. C. Thornton to the marriage of their
daughter, Miss Lucy Panici, ami Mr.
Charles Kingston von Welse, to take place
at Village Church, Charlotte Courthouse,
on Wednesday evening, June 2'Jth, 8:30
o'clock.

? ? ?

Miss Sallye Faulkner, the daughter of
former Bonator and Mrs. Faulkner, Is en¬
tertaining a delightful house party In her
libino, "Boydvllle," at Mariinsburg, Av\
Va.

» * ?

Mr. Howard (3. Nulton Is visiting rela¬
tives at his old homo, Winchester, Va.

« · »

Mrs. Everard K. Pattison and her
daughters, Misses Mary and Marguerite
Pattison, of Baltimore, havo gono to
Borryville, Va. where they will spend
the summer.

Mr, Wi'the Lee Kins-lvlng, who lias Just

POEMS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW
Whatever your occupation may be, and however crowded ¡¡-our hour·

with nfliilrs, do not fail io secure at least a few minutes every day for
refreshment of your inner life with a bit of poetry..Pi of, Charlee Eliot
Norton._
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David's Lament for Absalom. ,

BY N. P. WILLIS,

Nathaniel Porkor Willie w«,s born In Portland, Maine, In 1809, and died near New-
burgh, N. Y., In 1807. He «arly showed taste for pootry and contributed largely to
various Journals. Though net a great poet, he was a brilliant writer of proso
sketches, and occupied the highest position In tho literary Ufa of Now York, lia
was especially distasteful to his far les« prosperous, but Inilaltoly more gifted fellow
author,' Edgar Allen Poe.

This extract Is from a long poem culled "Absalom." Absalom was the third «on of
David, king- of Israel, lie rebelled against his father and was defeated and stain In the
forest of Ephraim. _

ALAS! my noblo boy I that thou should'et dio.
Thou who wort made bo beautifully fair I

That death should nettle in thy glorious eye, a

And leave his stillness in this clustering hairl
How could he mark timo far the silent tomb,

My proud boy, Absalom

Cold in thy brow, my son! and I nm chill
As to my bosom I havo triexl to press thee I

jfow was I wont to feel my pulses thrill,
Like a rich harp string, yearning to caress thee,

And hear thy sweet "My father" from these dumb
And cold lips, Absalom I

But death is on thee. I shall hear the gush
Of lausic, and the voices of the young;

And life will pass nie in the mantling blush,
And tho dark tresses to the soft winds flung.

But thou no moro with thy sweet voice ehalt como

To meet mo, Absalom I

And, oht when I am stricken, and my heart
Liko a bruised reed, is waiting to bo broken,

How will its lovo for thee, as I depart,
Yearn for thine ear to drink its last deep token 1

It were so. sweet, amid death's gathering gloom,
To see thee, Absalom 1

And now, farewell! Tis hard to give the© up,
With death so like a gentle slumber on thee;

And thy dark sin.oh! I could drink the cup
If from this woe its bitterness had won thee,

May God have called thee, like a wanderer, home,
My lost boy, Absalom I

<e re:
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finished a three years' course at the Epis¬
copal Theological Seminary. Alexandria,
Vii., in two years and won many honors,
will spend several months this summer
and fall In Europe.

Mrs. .Tudlco, of New Orleans, formerly
Miss Hunter Fergusson, of this city, is
visiting her sister, Mrs. A. D. Landerkln.

Miss M. F. Parkinson, from Holllns,
Va., Is hero on a visit to her brotlwr, Mr.
James T. Parkinson, of No. 90U West
Franklin Street. She has Just returned
from a delightful visit to the Misses
Schmelz, of Hampton, Va,

Miss Marie Miller, the second daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Miller, was award¬
ed lite gold medal at a Woman's Christian
Temperance Union contest, held In Wash-
Bgton, Va., June 22, 1!XH.

Miss Sadlo Wakefleld Is the guest tn
Portsmouth of Mrs. J. M. Wakefleld.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Prlddy. whose
marriage was a society event of Wednes¬
day last In Newport News, will sail to-day

from New York for Havre to spend the
summer In touring the continent

. * ¥

Mrs. C. E. Belvln was one of the Rlch-
rnondcrs who attended the wedding In
Danville of Miss Lottie Pace to Mr.
Carothers.

·;-?.·

Mrs. P. F. Conway is visiting friends In
Danville.

·,«..'·
Mr. and Mrs. J. Frank Patterson, of

Waynesboro, Va., spent severil days of
their bridal trip this week In Richmond.

. f ·

Miss Hattle Willlame, of this cly, was
a guest at the wedding of Miss Louise
Proliferato Mr. Peyton Cosby Johnson,
taking placo In Lynchburg Wednesday.
Miss Alice Doyle danced in the opening

figure of the closing german at the Vir¬
ginia Military Institute with Cadet T. C.
Gordon. Miss Louisa Purcell was with
Cadet J. W. Crowdus and Miss Avis
Grant with Cadet Gilbert Marshall.

. · ?

Mr. Chirles Robertson was best man
at the wedding celebration of Miss Italina

CUT THIS OUT AND KEEP IT. You Wil¿Snif ko^nÒw111? story

BY HENRY SETON MERRIMAN.

. ONE OF MERRIMAN'S STRONGEST BOOKS . .

CHAPTER" XXXIX-Contrniied.

"That Is so llï.e Guy Oscard," said
Marie, with her patient smllo, "so like
.so like. It could bo no other man.to
do a. thing llku that." . ,

Jocelyn gave Nestorlus back to his
mother, and the two women stood for a

moment looking out at tho sleepers, lit·
tie knowing what the advent of these two
men brought with it for one of them.
Then tho Englishwoman went to change
her dross, awaking hor brother as she
passed his room.
It was not long bforo Maurice Gordon

had hospitably awakened the travellers
and brought them In to change their
torn and ragged clothes for sumothlng
more presentable. It would appear that
Nestorlus was not particular. Ho did not

mind dying on tho kitchen tnblo If need
were, His mo'.her deposited him on thle
table on a pillow, while she prepared the
breakfast with that patient resignation
'which seemed to emanate from having
tasted of tho worst that' the world has
to give.
Joseph was ready tho first, and ho

promptly repaired to the kitchen, where
he set to work to help Mario, with hie
customary energy.
It was Marie who first perceived a dif¬

ference in Nestorlus. ' His dusky little
face was shining with a sudden, weaken¬
ing perspiration, his limbs lay life¬
lessly, with a lack of their usual oom-
fortnblo-looklng grace,
"aol" elm said, quickly, "Fetoh Miss

Gordonl"
Jocelyn came, and Maurice and Guy

Cscard; for they had been together In
tho dining-room when Joseph dollvered
Marlp's message.
Nestorlus was wide awake now. When

he saw Oscard his small face suddenly
expanded -Into a brilliant grin.
"Bad easel" he said.
It was rather startling, until Marie

spoke.
"Ho thinks you are Mr. Meredith,"

she said. "Mr. Meredith taught him to
say 'bad case.'"
Nestorlus looked from one to the other

with gravely speculative eyes, which
presently closed,
"He Is dying.yesl" said the inothor,

looking at Jocelyn.
Oscard knew m'oro of this matter than

any of them. Ho wont forward and
leaned over the taido, Mario removed a

piece of salted .hacoii that was lying on

the table near to the pillow. With the
unconsciousness of Jong habit eho swept

some crumbs away with her apron. Os-
card was trying to find the pulse In the
tiny wrist, but there was not much to
find.
"I am afraid he Is very 111," he said.
At, that moment the kettle boiled over,

and Marie had to turn away to attend to
her duties.
When sho came back Oscard was look¬

ing, not at Nestorlus, but at her.
"We spent four days at Meala," ho

said, in a tono that meant that ho had
more to tell her.
"Yesr"
"Tho place Is In ruins, as you know."
Sho nodded with a peculiar little twist

of tho lips ns If ho were hurting hor.
"And I am afraid I have some bad

nows for you, Victor Durnovo, your mas¬
ter."
"Yes.toll quickly!"
"He Is dead. We burled him at Msaln.

Ho, died.In my arms.
At this moment Josoph gave a little

gasp and turned away to tho window,
where ho stood with his broad back turn¬
ed towards them. Maurice Gordon, aa
white as death, was leaning ngulnst tho
table. Ho quito forgot himself. His lips
were apart, his Jaw had dropped; he
was hanging breathlessly on Guy Os-
card's next word.
"He died of the sleoplng sickness," said

Oscard, "Wo had oome down to Msala
boforo hlm-Ajscph and I, I broke up
tho partnership, and we left hlni In pos¬
session of tile Slmlaclne Plateau. But
his men turned against hint. For somo
reason his authority over thorn failed.
He was obliged to make a dash for
Msala, and ho reached It, but the sick¬
ness was upon him"
Maurice Gordon drew a sharp sigh of

relief which was almost a sob. Mario
was standing with her two hands on tho
pillow whero Nestorlus lay. Her deop
eyes were flxed on the Englishman's
sunburnt, strongly gentle face.
"Did ho send a message for me-yes."

sho said, softly.
"No," answered Oscard. "He.there

was no time."
Joseph at tho window had turned half

round.
",{lo was my husband," said Marie, In

hior clear, deep tones: "the father of thin
little ono, which you call Nestorlus,"
Oscard bowed his head without sur¬

prise Jocelyn wus standing siili ss a

stutito, with her hand on the dying In¬
fant's cheek. No one dared to look at
her.

"it 1.1 all rl»rhti" said Marie, bluntly,

Ätntronl and MP. John Pfllterson Robert¬
son, of Lynahburg, on W tdnesduy last.

it*
Mr«. Mnrla Llpscomb w.i* the ijuost of

her daughter, Aire. M. Pitcher, of West
Point, Vu. this week.

^

Mrs. Davlrl Duiilop and h*r frlond, Mien
Venable, of Petersburg, are spending
sonio time at Mrs, Dunlop'n hnndsomo
piuoo on tho Meherrtn.
Mr. and Mr«, J. Id. Rlchwlno have been

guosls nt Iho Burton House, Urbanna, Va.,
for several weeks.

Miss C. D. Harris hnn relumed from
eovoral days spent In Cluirloltcsville.
At tho wedding of Miss Grace Lynne

McCullocli to Mr, Albert Thomas Frco-
mnn, taking place In AVnshlngton June
23d,' there ivoro flvo bridesmaids, who
fromed a seml-clrcln before tho chancel.
Their gowns wore of light Bluo moose-
line, mudo with accordion pleated skirts
and bodices, tho latter trimmed In a fall
of deep coffee-colored lace, They wore
Juliet head drosses of pearls, «nd carried
white carnations, Tho brido'« gown wan
of heavy silk crono, trimmed about the
bodco and along tho left «Ido of the skirt
with a fall of duchess lace. Sho wore
a tulle veil fastened ,wll.h a coronet of
orange blossoms, and curried lilies of tho
valley,

? · «

Town and Country says, referring to
tho wedding In Now York of Miss Lucy
Carter Byrd to Dr, Ellsworth Eliot, Jr.,
celebrated June IGth, that It rccullcd the
history of the South, 'j ho first Lucy Byrd
wiiH the wlfo of tho founder of tho city
of Rlcnmond.Colonel Byrd.who did so
cumhtosaysk kurzcM cmfw mfw ymfwl
much to encourage Immigration, offering
largo tracts of land lo the Swiss and Gor¬
man«. One of tho men of the Byrd family
first married a Carter, of Virginia, and
at her death a member of tho Willing
family, of Philadelphia, to which Mrs.
John Jacob Aslor belongs. Tho bride's
only attendant was Miss Louise Robert¬
son.

. · »

It Is noted nt Meadow? Hrook. Long Is¬
land, that Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock has a
great advantage over the other women
who play polo, b.ecausn «ho rides astrldo.
It is predicted that Mrs. Hitchcock will
ndvoe#.c tho wearing of trousers by wo-
innn much moro offeclivoly than Dr.
Mary Wulkor.

* * »

Mr. und Mrs. George W. Vnndorblle
hav leased a hoUHo In Bruton Street,
London, for t'hroTJ month;?. They are pop¬ular with London society, nnd are invited
out a groat deal.

Soldiers' Outing To-day.
Beach Park will presfcnt n scone of military

activity lo-Oay, the occasion being tho annual
mitins of the Guard of the Commonwealth,
Captain Sklpwlth. Tho soldiers will go down
on tlie morning train. During· tho day there
will ho conicela In tarffet .shooting anil gamen
of all kinds. There will bo a hoat race In
Ilio afternoon.
On the Beach Park Bpeclal at 5:30 o'clock a

largo party of tho friends of the soldlere will
go. beeide» the regular faddists who go to
West Tolnt for their supper.
Next Wednesday "the Fez Club," composed

of Shrlners, will go to Beach Park for an
evening's enjoyment. They will go In their
own private ear, attached to the special, and
will go for a good time.

Justice John's Return.
Fortunatoly for him, when Justice John

reached port yesterday morning he had little
to do, for the criminal docket wag blank,
and the ordinance docket contained but throe
small cases two drunks and ono disorderly.
Justice John has Just returned from New

York, whero he went to consult his physician,
who told him he was getting on all right. Ho
went to the metropolis last Saturday, leaving
things In charg'e of 'Squire Graves.
The civil docket yesterday was of the usual

length, with a full quota of landlords and
tenants, groeerymen and butchers.

Property Transfers.
Richmond Preston Cocke, special commis¬

sioner, to MukcIo Holzhauer. Interest In, 23
feet on north »ido Broad Street, 15S feet west
of Sixth.
Rosallo A. and ?. ? Harria to Carlotta E.

Gwatkln. one-half Interest In 30 feet on north
side Grace Street. 100 feet west of laurel,
tl.OOO.
John Hlgglns and others to R. H. Harwood,

40 feet on south side Beverly Street, 115 t-G
feet east of Linden, $S00.

Sacred Concert.
The following selections will bo rendered

at Beach Park tc-siorow afternoon
by Stein's Orchestra: March, Fall In Line,
George Hosey; Trombone Solo, Charles Miller;
Beyond the Gates of Paradise, Neal-Klnp;
Waltzes Charmeuse, Max E. Eugene; Caprice
Beaumoríe, B. A. Carnes; Selection, The
Prince of Pllson, Luder; Cornet Solo. WHIto
Gresset: Song, Non E. ver, T. Mattel; In¬
termezzo. The Gondolier, W. C. Powel; March,
The Jolly General, Nell Morel.

Hlnh Authority.
Dr. Robert Huchtson, Hospital for Sick

Children, London, says: "Condensed milk
is more eaaily digested than that of or¬

dinary cow's milk." For this reason the
demand for Borden's Eaglo Brand Con¬
densed Milk, for infant feeding, Is con-

stanly Increasing. Use It also for tea,
coffee and cocoa..Adv.

"We were married at Sierra Leone by
the English chaplain. My father, who
Is dead, kept a hotel at Sierra Leone, and
ho knew the ways of the.half-castes.
He said that tho Protestant Church at
Sierra Leone was good enough for him,
and we wero married there. And then
Vlvtor broi!sr.t me away from my people
to this place and to Msala. Then he got
tired of me.ho cared no more. Ho said
I was ugly."
She pronounced It "ogly," and seemed

to think that the story finished there.
At all events, she added nbtinng to, It.
But Joseph thought fit to contribute a

post scriptum.
"You'd better tell 'cm, mistress," he

said,, "that he tried to starve yer and
them kids.that he wanted to leave yer
at Msala to be massacred by tho trlboH,
only Mr. Oscard sent yer down 'ere.
You'd better tell 'em that."
"No," she replied, with a faint smllo.

"No, becnuso ho was my husband."
Guy Oscard was looking very hard at

Josoph, and, catching his eye, made ?
little gesture commanding silence. Ho
did not want him to say too much,
Joseph turned away again to tho win¬

dow, and stood thus, apart, till tho olid.
"I have no doubt," said Oscard to

Marie, "that ho would havo sent some

messago to you had ho been ablo; but
ho was very III.he was dying.when ho
reached Msala. It was wonderful that bo
got thoro at all. We did what we could
for him, but It was hopeless."
Mario raised her shoulders with a pa¬

thetic gesturo of resignation.
"Tho sleeping sickness," she said,

"what will you? Thero la no romedy.
He always said ho would die of that.
He feured It."
In tho greater_sorrow she soeniod to

have forgotten her child, who was star¬
ing open-eyed at tho colling. Tho two
others.tho boy and girl.were playing
on the door-stop with some unconstdorod
trifles from tho dust-heap.after the man¬
ner of children nil tho world over.
"Ho was not a good man," said Mario,

turning to Jocolyn, as If sho alono of all
present would understand, "Ha was not
a good hiisbiind, but".she »shrugged her
shoulders with ono of her patient, sliiid-
owy smllos."it nmkos so llttlo difference
--yes?"
Jocolyn said' nothing. None of thorn

had aught to say to her; for eanh In
that room could lay a separate sin at
Victor Burnovo's door. Ho was ¿ono be¬
yond the reach of human justloe to the
Higher Court whore the Extenuating Cir¬
cumstance Is fully understood. The gen¬
erosity of that silence was Infectious,
and they told her nothing. Had thoy
spoken she would porforco hnve believed!
them; hut thon, as sho herself said, lt
would havo made "so llttlo difference,"
So Vietili· lHirnovo leaves theso pages, mid
all· wo can dp Is to rciuotnber tho ^'riling
on tho grpun-1. w,1° unl0'-g us dares to

Withhold tin· Estenuatili!, Cilrcuinsliince?
Who is ready to lcnvo this world without
that crutch to lenii upon? Given -a mix¬
ed blood..evil black with evil wlilte-anrt
what culi thó result be but evil? Given
the climate of Western Africa and the
mental Irritation thereof, added to ft lacle
of education and the natural vice lnhor-

The Biggest
Thing in
The Circus

This is the nickel that buy»
the inape that please the
maids and tickle the chaps
who know what's good
(like you and me) and go
to the grocer and

Zu Zu
lfm

Zu
NATION-AL
BISCUIT
COMPANY/
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ANNUAL MEETING
OF TOBACCO MEN

Will Endeavor to Secure Parcel
Postal System.Big Attend-

ance Expected.
Arrangements are rapidly being completed

for the annual session of the Tobacco Associa¬
tion of tho United States, -which will be held
July ith and 6th at Old Point
Tho attendance promises to bo unusually

larga. A number of attractive social [unctions
have been arranged In connection with the
annual meeting. The' main business to In
taken up, Is the matter of inducing Consreas
to pass some law that will give to the tobacco
trade tho parcel postal system, now effective¬
ly in operation In England, Germany, and
other countries. This would make possible, a
great reduction on the present rate paid the
express companies, who have at this time
a complete monopoly. Tho other question of
Interest to como up Is the matter oC pro¬
curing better statistics and moro ? reunite
Information as to the tobacco crop. The as¬
sociation hopes to have with It Mr. Hyde and
Mr. Holtoway. of the United States Bureau
of Statistics.
The advance of duty on strips In England

will also be discussed, and something possibly
may be done for the good of the owners of
this type of tobacco.
The president of the association Is Mr, T.

M. Carrlnston, of this city

BASE-BALL TO-DAY.

Two Games at Broad Street Park
This Afternoon.

The Twin-City League games at Broad
Street Park to-day will prove of Interest,
as the three leading clubs will fight for
first place. The lino up of the teams:
Brownies.Sharp, McEvoy, Cheatham,

Eacho, Anthony, Hicks, Knowlcs,
McLeayy. Ilulcher.
Pontlacs.Walters, Bauer, French. S. '

ent In man, and you have.Victor Dur-
novo.
Nestorlus.the shameless.stretched out

his little bare limbs and turnea half
over on his side. He looked from ono
face to the other with the grave wonder
that was hie. He had never been taken
much notice of. His short walk In life)
had been very near the ground, where
trifles look very large, and from whence
those larger stumbllng-blocka which occu¬

py our attention aro aulte Invisible, Ho
had been tho third.tho solitary third
child who usually makes his own Interest
In life, and is left by or leaves the rest
of his family.
It was not quite clear j^.hlm why he

was the centre of so much attention. His
mind did not run to tho comprehension
of the fact that ho was tho wearer of
borrowed plumes.the sable plumes of
King Death.
Ho had always wanted to get on to

tho kltchon table.there was muoh there
that Interested him, and supplied him
with food for thought. He had risked his
Ufo on more than one occasion in at¬
tempts to scale that height with the as¬

sistance of a saucepan that turned over

and poured culinary delicate» on his
toes, or perhaps a sleeping cat that got
up and walked away much annoyed. And
now that he was at last at this dizzy
height, ho was sorry to find that he wns
too tired to crawl about and explore tho
vast possibilities of It. Ho was rather
too tired to convey his forefinger to his
mouth, and was forced to work out mental
problemi) without that old to thought,
Presently Ids eyes fell on Guy Os-

card's face, and again his own small
features expanded Into a smile.
"Bad case!" he said, and, turning over,

he nestled down into tho pillow, und ho
had the answer to the many questione
that puzzled his small bruin.

CHAPTER XL.
SIR JOHN'S LAST CARD.

" 'Tls hotter playing with a lion's whelp
Than with an old one dying."
As through an opera runs the rhythm

of ono dominant air, so through men's
lives there rings a dominant note, soft
in youth, strong in manhood, and soft
again In old age. But It Is always Ihoro;
and whether soft ill tho gentler periods),
or strong amid the nol.se nnd clang of
the perihelion, It dominates always and
gives Its tone to the wholo Ufo.
The dominant tone of Sir John Mere¬

dith's existence had been ihn high, clear
note of battle, Ho hud always found
something or some one to tight from the
beginning, and now, In his old ago, he
was lighting etili. Ills had never been
the din and crash of warfare by swords
nnd cannon, but tho subtler, deeper com¬
bat of the pen. In his active days he hud
gut llirpiigli a vast amount of work.that
unchroitlcli'd work of the Foreign Office
which never comes, through the cheap
new.«pupers, to the voracious maw of a j
chattering public. Ills name was better
Sinown on the banks of the Nova, the
S'olne', the Bosporus, or tho swift-rolling
leur, than by the Thames; and glim. Blr
John wis content tó have It so.

His f*ce had never been publia proper-
ty; the'comic papers had never used his
personality a· a peg upon which to '

Ford, Jones, Yv". Ford, Stout, C. Bauer,
R. Ford.
Imperlala.Rose. Kasklna, Bacho, Tay¬

lor, Miles, Hogan, Boone, Gibson, Flt-i-
patrlck.
Richmond.J.· McEvoy, O'Hara, "W.

McEvoy, Edwards, Crawford, Dalton,
Senf, Knightly, Senf.
Spence, tho great lnflelder of the old

Jlmplecutes. will probably play with the
Richmond«.
The first game will be called at 2:30

o'clock between the Rtchmonds and Im¬
perials.

TOBACCO MARKET.

First Purchases Being Made for
the Japanese Government.

The tobacco market closed yesterday
after a quiet week. Offerings were good
and prices continue firm.
The regie sampling Is welt tinder way.

The first purchases for the Japanese gov¬
ernment are now being mudo. The quan¬
tity required by the yellow men will
not be very large, and tho purchase» are
not expected to havo much effect upon
the market. From three to five hundred
hogsheads havo been bought and are be¬
ing Bhlpped to Japan. Outside of this
there Is said to be but little demand for
export. This condition Is largely due to
the high- prices prevailing hero for luga
and the undesirable quality of the crop
for snuff.

Charter Granted.
Tho Corporation Commission yesterlay grnnt-

el a chartor to the Newport News Trust and
Savings IBank (inc.), Newport News; P. P.
Finch, president; capital stock, »25,000 to
»50,000.

Officer Lost His Badge.
Officer Q. A. Pillow, of the Second Station,

tost his badec. No. 81, Thursday morning. The
flndor is asked to return it to the second
Station.

Burnett's Extract of Vanilla
Has token gold medals against all other
brands.."Adv,"

hang their ever-changing political prin¬
ciples. But he had always been "there."
as he himself vaguely put It. That Is
to say, he had always been at the back-
one or those Invisible powers of thè stage
by whose command the scene is shifted,
the lights are lowered for the tragedy,
or the gay music plays on the buffoon.
Sir John had no sympathy with a gener¬
ation of men and women who would rath¬
er be laughed at and despised than un¬

noticed, He belonged to an age wherein
It was held better to be a gentleman
than tho .object of a cheap and evanes¬
cent notoriety; and he was at once tho
despair and tho dread of newspaper In¬
terviewers, enterprising publishers, and
tuft-hunters.
He was so little known out of his own

seloct circle that the porters In Kuston
Station asked each other in vain who
the old swell waiting for the four o'clock
"up" from Liverpool could be. The four
o'clock was, moreover, not the first ex¬

press which Sir John had met that day.
His stately carrlage-and-palr had pushed
Its way into tho crowd of smaller und
humbler vehicular fry earlier In the af¬
ternoon, unii on that occasion also the old
gentleman had Indulged in a grave prom¬
enade upon the platform.
He was walking up and. down there

now, with hlsi hand In the email of his
back, whore of late he hod boon awaro
of a con«' ; ?'hing pain. He was very
uprlglv.. ·¦;.·.¿.vor, and supremely uncon¬
scious ot the curiosity aroused by his
presence In tho mind of the station "ca¬
noino." His lips were ratper moro trou¬
blesome than usual, and his keen eyes
twinkled with a suppressed excitement.
In former days there had been no ono

equal to him In certain diplomatie crises,
where It was a question of brow-beating
suavely tho uppish representative of some
foreign State. No man could then rival
him In the insolently aristocratic school
of diplomacy which England has made
her own. But Iti hla most dangerous
crisis ho had never been restless, appre¬
hensive, pessimistic, as ho wus at this
moment. And, after nil, It wns a very
simple matter that hod brought him hero.
It was merely tho question of meeting
a man as If by accident, and then after¬
wards making that man do certain things
required of him. Moreover, the man was

I only Ouy Oscurd-learped, If you will, In
forest crafl, hut a mero child hi the
hands of so old a. dlplumatlst as Sir
John Meredith.
That which mado Sir John so uneasy

was tho abiding knowledge that Jack's
wedding-day would dawn In twelve hours,
The margin was much too small, through,
however, no fault of Sir John's, l'ho
West Afrlcnn sicamor had been delayed,
unaccountably, two days. A third day
lost In tho Atlantic would havo over¬
thrown Sir John Mnredlth's plan. He
had often cut things tino before, but
somehow how.not that he wus getting
old, oh noi.but somehow tho suspense
ivas too much for his nerves. Ho soon
hecanio Irritated and distrustful, lie-
sides, tho pulii In his back wearjed him
and Interfered with the clear voqueoca
of his thought's.

<To be Continued. Tc-Morrow,

REMEDY DELAY IN
STOCK SHIPMENT

Three Railroads Cited Soon tor.
Appear Before Corporation

Commission.
For some time there has been treat dlssat»

Is (action, both among the shippers and the
commission merchants In Richmond as to the
serious delays In shipments of live stock fWra
along the Southern Hallway to tho union
Stock Yards at Richmond.
Tho Southern Railway makes up a train on

its Richmond division one day In each week
to bring this stock to Richmond. This train
upon Its arrival In Manchester in the morn¬
ing Is turned over to tho Atlantic Coast
Line, and by that road delivered at Clopton
to the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Poto¬
mac, on whose line the Union Stack Tards
are located.
In order that this evil may be remedied, the

State Corporation Commission on yesterday
served notice on the three roads to appear
before that body at 11 o'clock on July 7th. to
show cause why an order should not he pro-,
mulgated by the commission requiring tho
stock to be delivered by the Southern Rail¬
way to tho Atlantic Coast Line at Manchester
before 10 o'clock on the morning following the
day on which It Is loaded along the line of
tho Southern, and In return delivered to the
Richmond, Fredfrlcksburg and Potomaa by the'
Atlantic Coast "ino by the Southern Railway.

""* TRILBY«-POPULAR I II I kll I ROUTE

TO NORFOLK, OCEAN VIEW AND
U. BEACH TO-MORROW.

$1.00 round trip to Norfolk and Ocean
View. $1.25 to Virginia Beaoh. Quickest
route. No change of cars. Leaves Byrd
Street Station 8:30 A. M.

FOURTH OF JULY EXCURSION RATES
VIA SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

On July 2d, 3d and 4th- the Southern
Railway will sell special round trip tick¬
ets between all points on Ita lines, and
to points on connecting hues, soutn of
the Potumao and east of the Mississippi,
at rate of one and one-third tlrst-eias«
lares for round trip, limited to July 8th.
For Information, apply to agenta.
VIRGINIA BEACH.A GOOD PLACE TO

GO AND SPEND SUNDAY.
One of the best places Is Virginia

Beach, tho only resort In Virginia situ¬
ated on the Atlantic Ocean; also the only
resort In Virginia where you can take
"a dip In th ocean." The quickest and
best way to get there is on the popular
"Trilby Excursion," which goes right
through to the Beach without change of
cars. The "Trilby" leaves Bryd Street
Station every Sunday at 8:30 A. M., under
the personal caro of Captain R. T. Adams,
for Norfolk. Ocean View and Virginia
Beach. The rates are very low.

TWIN TRAINS SUNDAY.
Two special trains every Sunday via,

Southern Railway to popular Beach
l'í.rk (West Point, Va.), leaving South-
tin Railway, Fourteenth Street station,
9:30 A. M. and 4:00 P. M.; returning, leave
West Point. 8:00 P. M. and 10:00 P. M.
SO cents round trip.
ON THE 8ANDY BEACH AT OCEAN

VIEW.
J1.O0 round tr-P- Every Sunday, via

0. & O. Two fast trains, 8:30 and 9 A. M.
Ten hours at tho seaside.

THE MOST ATTRACTIVE ROUTE TO
THE WORLD'S FAIR, ST. LOUI8, IS
VIA THE SOUTHERN RAILWAY
THROUGH THE "LAND OF THE
SKY," FROM RICHMOND TO
ST. LOUIS WITHOUT A'

CHANGE OF TRAINS.
The Southern Hallway has on sale at

Richmond, and all stations on Its lines,
very low rate excursion tickets to St.
Louis, Mo., account the World's Fair.
These tickets embrace atop over privi¬
leges between Salisbury and Morriatown.

f which Includes tho famous mountain sec¬
tion of Western North Carolina, Ashe-
villo, Hot Springs and "The Land of the
Sky." Elegant day coaches, through
Pullmans, and dining car service of the
highest standard of excellence.

TAKE STEAMER -'OLD POINT COM¬
FORT" SATURDAY NIGHT, JUNE

26TH AT 10 O'CLOCK.
76o. Round trip to Norfolk.75c.
7ÍC. Itound trip to Newport News....75c
60c Children, under 13 years uf age. .60o.
Tickets good to return next nig In or th«

following Tuesday.

SPECIAL RATES TO NASHVILLE,
TENN., VIA SOUTHERN RAILWAY
ACCOUNT FI8KEUNIVER8ITV
SUMMER SCHOOL, JUNE

27TH, JULY 29TH.
For the above occasion, the Southern

Railway will sell on June 23d, 25th and
27th, Inclusive, tickets to Nashville and
return at rate of one first-class fare,
plus 25 cents; final limit fifteen days
from duta of salo, with privilege of ex¬
tension of final limit of tickets by de¬
positing with Joint agent. Nashville, and
payment of fee of Do cents. Kate u*m
Richmond, t-W-OO.


